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After the conclusion of the Mehsana Press affair a
general notification was issued in which His Highness
'expressed in the clearest terms my strong disapprobation
of such writings and feelings',1 and declared his 'firm
determination to punish and suppress sedition in any form
wherever found within the limits of my State'.1 The
terms of the notification are clear and strong; the
Maharaja was determined to stand no nonsense.

The Maharaja issued this notification in spite of certain
advice that it was not necessary. But his decision was
wise and politic. The Maharaja felt that a definite declara-
tion of policy could do no harm and might be of con-
siderable use. Only one case had come up for his definite
orders, and he was not fully informed of the various
matters, some serious, others only mares' nests, which
were continually being sent up to the State authorities.
His own conscience was clear enough, and he thought
it was rather superfluous to announce to the world
what all the world should have known, on the strength
of a single case which, taken alone, was of no great
importance. Perhaps he was not aware of the extent
to which rumour had been busy with his name; per-
haps he did not know the intensity of feeling amongst
the English community. At any rate the notification had
its effect. Shortly after it was issued he had the satisfac-
tion of hearing that the Government of India approved
the steps he had taken to prevent the spread of sedition
in the State. But public impressions are not removed by
Act of Parliament. Suspicion was aroused and was not
easy to allay. The dog had been given a bad name, and
the public was determined to do its share in the hanging.
The key-note of the whole episode was really, not the
encouragement or even the tolerance of sedition, but the
old dislike of Residency interference* The Resident was,
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